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"A Blazing Gilded Age" is a historical novel that vividly captures this volatile age in all its rich
golden tones of extreme opulence, innovation and progress, as well as its dark and disturbing
undertones of slave-driven laborers maligned by a capitalist system that had no rules or
regulations. DiSilvio enlivens this miraculous era by following the lives of an immigrant family that
endures the hardships of working in the coal industry in Pittsburgh. Confronted by a ruthless and
depraved coal tycoon, Archibald Desmond Huxley, the Wozniak family is thrust into utter turmoil.
During the Wozniaks' struggles to achieve the American dream, DiSilvio weaves in the historical
story lines of several prominent figures that shaped this blazing era, including J.P. Morgan, Teddy
Roosevelt, James Garfield, William McKinley, Thomas Edison, Nikola Tesla, Carnegie, Vanderbilt,
Mark Twain and numerous others. The reader will be amazed by a vast array of great advances in
industrial know-how and military prowess, as well as impressed by the American qualities of
innovation, resolve, and grit that not only characterized this volatile and rugged era, but also
helped give birth to the powerful term 'American Exceptionalism' that many today hope to see
rejuvenated. However, the reader will also be shocked and appalled by the rank corruption and
greed that not only plagued the political, corporate and social frameworks at that time, but were
actually the seeds of the toxic weeds that still haunt us today. As such, "A Blazing Gilded Age"
serves as an entertaining and enlightening read of how and why America has gone astray, and
why it became a world leader. While on a personal level, it imparts the harrowing tale of a family's
struggle to survive in an age that, in many ways, was as dark and rough as coal, and, at times,
could be as blazing as Hell.
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